In Memoriam

John Anthony Forsyth Charity

14th January 1971 - 17th August 2025
Obituary by Matthew Hubble

t is with great sadness

that we share the news

that John Charity,

Orthopaedic Surgeon
and Lead Clinician for Hip
Surgery at the Princess
Elizabeth Orthopaedic
Centre, Royal Devon and
Exeter Hospital, Exeter, UK,
passed away on 17th August
2025. He was 54.

John was born in

Sao Paula, Brazil on 14th
January 1971. He attended
medical school at the Federal
University of Sao Paulo,
obtaining his MD in 1996.
He then completed residency at the Santa Casa Hospital, Sao Paulo,
obtaining the Diploma of Specialist in Trauma and Orthopaedics in
2001. John had roots in the South West UK (his grandfather was
a clergyman on the edge of Exmoor) and he arranged to visit the

Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Centre in Exeter in 2001. This
visit changed the course of his career and he returned for a year’s
fellowship in hip surgery in 2003. John liked Exeter so much, and
the team in Exeter him, that he never left.

John became a cornerstone of the department over the
subsequent 23 years. He specialised in hip surgery, performing
several thousand hip replacements in his career, with phenomenal
results in the National Joint Registry. He also led the hip fracture
service, helping to transform the quality of care for thousands
of patients. Patient care was his upmost priority and he was an
attentive, approachable and supportive clinician and an excellent
communicator. His patients adored him.

John was also an academic, researcher, educator and
mentor. He became a member of the Royal College of Surgeons
in Edinburgh in 2006, obtained an MSc in Medical Statistics from
the University of Cardiff in 2007 and a Master of Surgery from the
University of Edinburgh in 2015, for which he was awarded the Sir
Harold Styles Medal for excellence.

Much more importantly than all of this, he was the most
kind, caring, modest and decent human being that you might ever
wish to meet. He was a fantastic colleague, always willing to
cover or support those with whom he worked.

John tragically collapsed and died whilst walking on the coast
path. Our deepest condolences go to the family he so adored - his
wife Paula and his beloved daughters Nicole and Natalie. m

Reginald Arnold Elson

30th September 1930 - 22nd Octoher 2025

Obituary by lan Stockley and Andrew J Hamer

eg Elson, retired Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon at the
Northern General Hospital, Sheffield, died on the 22nd
October 2025.
He was a gifted, inquisitive surgeon and was one
of the first to scientifically address the challenges of revision hip
arthroplasty surgery following periprosthetic joint infection.

He was born in London on 30th September 1930. Educated at
East Ham Grammar School for Boys, he thought of a musical career, but
an accident to his right index finger flexor tendon changed his plans. He
chose medicine and read Natural Sciences at Jesus College Cambridge,
followed by clinical training at The London Hospital, qualifying in 1954.
His surgical and orthopaedic training was undertaken in London and
Oswestry, but an interest in hip arthroplasty led him to Wrightington.

In 1967, he was appointed Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
at the Northern General Hospital, Sheffield. His time with Charnley
impressed upon him the significant benefits hip arthroplasty
brought. However, the devastating complication of periprosthetic
infection troubled him, so in order to learn more, he spent a year
with Professor Buchholz at the EndoKlinik, Hamburg. The practises
he brought back are now commonplace in many hospitals today.

In 1992, he was a
founding member of the
European Hip Society and
President in 2000. He was
President of the British
Hip Society 1994 - 96.

He was also a prominent member of the International Hip Society and
founder member of the European Society for Bone and Joint Infection.

Reg was the brainchild behind the creation of the Cavendish
Hip Fellowship in Sheffield, that offered advanced training in primary
and revision hip arthroplasty surgery.

Music remained a passion throughout his life; spending many
hours playing the organ that he had built at home.

He was a warm, generous man and had a wide network of
friends and colleagues across the globe.

In 1955, at The London Hospital, he met Patsy, where they
were both junior doctors. They married three years later. Reg leaves
Patsy, their four children John, Linda, Elizabeth and David and seven
grandchildren.

Reg was a true polymath: surgeon, teacher, leader, mentor,
musician, yachtsman, linguist. Achieving excellence in anything he
turned his attention to. m

64 | JT0 | Volume 13 | Issue 04 | December 2025 | hoa.ac.uk




