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BOA AWARDS 2026–27  ·  APPLICATION FORM
Excellence in Planned Orthopaedic Care

For multidisciplinary teams that have transformed the patient experience in planned orthopaedic care through pathway redesign, operational innovation and system working.
	Who can apply
Multidisciplinary teams delivering NHS planned orthopaedic care in the UK. Teams may be based in any sector, provided the work relates directly to NHS patient care in the UK. The team must include at least one current BOA member.
How to apply
1. Read the award guidance at www.boa.ac.uk/BOA-Awards-Guidance before you start.
1. Complete every section of this form. Type your answers into the white boxes, which will expand as you write.
1. Save the completed form as a Word document and email it, with any attachments, to info@boa.ac.uk with the subject line "Excellence in Planned Orthopaedic Care 2026–27: [your name]".
1. Closing date: 23:59 on 31st January 2027. Substantial new evidence cannot be accepted after this date.
1. Word limits: Full answers: up to 500 words. Short answers: up to 150 words (a few fields, such as your project title, have their own shorter limits).
1. Do not include any information that could identify a patient.
1. The same piece of work can be entered for only one BOA Award each year.
1. Questions? Contact the awards team at info@boa.ac.uk.



How your application will be assessed
	Criterion
	Weighting

	Impact on patients and access
	30%

	Innovation in delivery
	20%

	Implementation and evidence
	20%

	Collaboration and system working
	15%

	Sustainability and transferability
	15%

	Total
	100%



Entries are scored by an expert panel including representatives of BOA Council and the BOA Executive, the Patient Safety Commissioner, Orthopaedic Research UK (ORUK) and Getting It Right First Time (GIRFT).
The winning team will be presented with their award at BOA Congress 2027 and their work promoted through BOA channels.

	Section A: Lead applicant



	A1   Full name
	

	A2   Job title or role
	

	A3   Organisation
	

	A4   Email address
We will use this for all correspondence about your entry.
	

	A5   Telephone number
	



	A6   Are you a current BOA member?

	☐  Yes          ☐  No

	A7   If yes, your BOA membership number:





	Section B: Your project and team



	B1   Title of your project or initiative (maximum 15 words)
This title will be used in publicity if you are shortlisted.

	



	B2   Name of your team (if applicable) (optional)

	



	B3   List the members of your team, with their roles and organisations
Include everyone who made a significant contribution.

	Name
	Role
	Organisation
	BOA member?

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No

	
	
	
	☐ Yes  ☐ No


Add more rows if needed.
	B4   Where in the UK is this work being delivered?
Tick all that apply.

	☐  England
☐  Scotland
☐  Wales
☐  Northern Ireland

	Name the trust(s), health board(s) or site(s):




	B5   When did the work start?
Month and year
	

	B6   Is the work still running?

	☐ Yes  ☐ No



	B7   Has this work been entered for any other award this year?
This does not affect your eligibility, but the same work can be entered for only one BOA Award.

	☐  Yes          ☐  No

	If yes, tell us which award(s) (maximum 150 words):





	Section C: Eligibility and project summary



	C1   Is your team multidisciplinary, and does it deliver NHS planned orthopaedic care in the UK?
Teams may be based in any sector if the work relates directly to NHS patient care in the UK. If you answer No, you are not eligible for this award.

	☐  Yes          ☐  No



	C2   Does your team include at least one current BOA member?
If you answer No, you are not eligible for this award.

	☐  Yes          ☐  No



	C3   Which areas does your work address?
Tick all that apply. This helps us brief the right judges.

	☐  Surgical hubs
☐  Elective care model
☐  Access and waiting times
☐  Flow and theatre efficiency
☐  Cancellations
☐  Pre-operative preparation
☐  Post-operative recovery and follow-up
☐  Other (please specify): 



	C4   Project summary (maximum 500 words)
Describe the work and the need it addressed: what the problem was, who it affected and what you did about it.

	




	Section D: Your evidence



These answers are scored. Each question matches one of the assessment criteria on page 1.
	D1   What difference has your work made to patients and to access? (maximum 500 words)
Give measurable results where you can, such as waiting times, cancellations, length of stay or patient-reported experience, with before-and-after figures and dates.
Assessed under: Impact on patients and access (30%)

	



	D2   What is new or different about the way you deliver care? (maximum 500 words)
Explain the pathway redesign or operational change, and why it was the right approach.
Assessed under: Innovation in delivery (20%)

	



	D3   How did you put the change into practice, and how do you know it worked? (maximum 500 words)
Describe the steps taken, any barriers overcome, and how you collected and checked your data.
Assessed under: Implementation and evidence (20%)

	



	D4   Who did you work with, and how were responsibilities and decisions shared?  (maximum 500 words)
Include clinical and non-clinical colleagues, other organisations and patients, and how you worked across the system.
Assessed under: Collaboration and system working (15%)

	



	D5   How will the improvement be sustained, and could others adopt it? (maximum 500 words)
Cover funding, ownership and resources, and what another service would need to replicate your model.
Assessed under: Sustainability and transferability (15%)

	




	Section E: Endorsement and supporting material



	E1   Name of your endorser
A senior sponsor or stakeholder who can confirm the work and its impact.
	

	   Role and organisation
	

	   Email address
	



	E2   Endorsement statement (maximum 500 words)
A statement from your endorser confirming the work and its impact. Paste it here, or attach it as a separate PDF when you submit and write "attached" in this box.

	



	E3   Supporting material: file 1
File name and a one-line description
	

	   Supporting material: file 2
	

	   Supporting material: file 3
	



Supporting material is optional. Attach up to three files that directly back up your answers, such as data, audit results or patient feedback. Do not include identifiable patient information.

	Section F: Declarations



Please tick every box to confirm. Applications cannot be accepted without all declarations.
	☐
	F1   I confirm the work described relates to trauma and orthopaedic care, or its workforce, services or supporting ecosystem.

	☐
	F2   I have permission to submit the evidence in this application and have obtained any necessary approvals from my organisation.

	☐
	F3   This application contains no identifiable patient information. Any patient stories are anonymised and have appropriate consent.

	☐
	F4   This work has not been entered for any other BOA Award in the 2026–27 cycle.

	☐
	F5   I understand BOA may verify the claims made and ask for clarification, but will not accept substantial new evidence after the closing date.

	☐
	F6   If shortlisted, I agree to my name, team, organisation and project summary being used in BOA publicity.



	F7   Conflicts of interest
Declare any actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest, including relationships with BOA Council, the BOA Executive or any organisation represented on the judging panel.

	☐  I have no conflicts of interest to declare

	Or describe your conflict(s) of interest here (maximum 150 words):




	F8   Name of lead applicant
	

	   Signature
A typed name is acceptable.
	

	   Date
	



— End of application form —
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